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Research in the Works
Study Population
• A study by faculty of the Center for Mental Health Services Research of Massachusetts on arrest patterns of individuals with serious mental illnesses receiving DMH services showed female DMH clients at greater risk of arrest than women in the general population. 1 Additionally, women with mental illness are more likely to violate probation and parole and be lost to follow-up within three months post-release. 2 To date, gaps in gender-sensitive programming are apparent with respect to women's unique employment challenges, health related issues, and housing needs related to their social relationships and family responsibilities. 3, 4 Another critical need area among female offenders arises from trauma-related disorders associated with physical and sexual victimization. 5 Mental health and other services needed to help address these issues when re-entering the community after a period of incarceration are typically inadequate or underdeveloped. The goal of this study is to examine the impact of MISSION-CREW on criminal justice outcomes for women released from MCI-Framingham and South Middlesex Correctional Center (SMCC).
